
Suggested Internet Resources
Periodically, Internet Resources are updated on our Web site at
www.LibraryVideo.com

• alumni.cc.gettysburg.edu/~s330558/schooling.html
Gettysburg College’s “Schooling, Education and Literacy In Colonial
America” includes sample pages from The New England Primer.

• www.history.org/history/
The Colonial Williamsburg site offers students and teachers valuable
resources about colonial life in North America.

• carlos.emory.edu/ODYSSEY/GREECE/democracy.html
Emory University provides information about life in ancient Greece and
the development of democracy.

Suggested Print Resources
• Bober, Natalie. Countdown to Independence. Atheneum Books, New York,

NY; 2001.

• Ke e h n , S a l ly. I Am Regi n a . P u t n a m , N ew Yo rk , N Y; 2 0 0 1 . Based on a tru e
s t o ry of a young woman kidnapped during the French and Indian War.

• Hakim, Joy. Making Thirteen Colonies. Oxford University Press, New York,
NY; 2003.

• K l e i n m a n , Joseph and Eileen Ku rt i s - K l e i n m a n . L i fe on an A f rican Slave
Ship. Lucent Books, San Diego, CA; 2001.
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• D e s c ribe the competing interests of Native A m e ricans and Euro p e a n
powers in the Ohio River Valley.What was the result of the international
conflict regarding this area?

• Discuss how democracy wo rked in ancient Greece and Rome. Who 
b e n e fited most from democratic re fo rms in these societies? Compare
democracy in ancient Greece and Rome to democracy in America today.

Follow-up Activities
• As conf licts escalated between colonists and the Fre n ch and Native

Americans on the western frontier, Benjamin Franklin proposed that the
colonies unite for their pro t e c t i o n . In support of his A l b a ny Plan of
U n i o n , Franklin published “ Join or Die,” d e s c ribed as the fi rst political
cartoon. Share the cartoon with students and ask them to analyze it.As a
fo l l ow - u p , students may read and discuss Fra n k l i n ’s “The Rattle-Snake as
a Symbol of A m e ri c a ,” and develop their own extended metaphors 
s u g gesting an animal or bird they think best re p resents the United
S t a t e s . Fra n k l i n ’s ra t t l e s n a ke art i cle may be found at this Web site:
w w w. h i s t o ry c a r p e r. c o m / re s o u rc e s / t wo b f 3 / ra t t l e . h t m .

• Gottlieb Mittelberger wrote observations of his travels to A m e rica on a
ship that contained many poor immigrants who we re coming to the
N ew World as indentured serva n t s .Ask students to read excerpts fro m
Mittelberger’s “Journey to Pennsylvania” and to discuss the difficulties he
and his shipmates faced on their journ ey across the A t l a n t i c . S t u d e n t s
m ay write seve ral diary entries re flecting their understanding of an
i n d e n t u red serva n t ’s ex p e ri e n c e . Po rtions of “ Jo u rn ey to Pe n n s y l va n i a ”
m ay be found at this Web site: w w w. swa rt h m o re . e d u / S o c S c i / b d o rs ey 1 /
41docs/40-mit.html.

• Ask students to re s e a rch Triangular Trade and to develop maps that
re f lect their understanding of this elab o rate and devastating tra d e
s y s t e m .The class should identify the major ports and shipping lanes
b e t ween England,West A f rica and the North A m e rican and Cari bb e a n
colonies and calculate the distance of each leg of the journ ey. S t u d e n t s
should also indicate on their maps the homelands of the people and the
types of products that were bought and sold.

• The Iroquois Confederacy was the most powerful Indian nation north of
Vi rgi n i a . Ask groups of students to re s e a rch the political culture of the
I roquois Confe d e ra c y.T h ey should then create Venn diagrams in which
they compare the government of the Iroquois to the government of the
United States. Students may learn more about the Iroquois Constitution,
or the Great Bindings Law, at this Web site: w w w. l aw. o u . e d u / h i s t /
iroquois.html.

• Indigo, rice, fish and furs were products that were in great demand from
the English colonies in North A m e ri c a . B reak students into small gro u p s
and assign each group a colonial re s o u rce to re s e a rch . E a ch gro u p
should identify on a map where in the New World their re s o u rce could
be grown or fo u n d , d e s c ribe the labor invo l ved in developing this
re s o u rce and relate why their re s o u rce was so desire d . G roups may
c reate fun or serious marketing campaigns to promote the sale of their
products.
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French and Indian War — A conflict from 1754 to 1763 involving the
Fre n ch and their Native A m e rican allies against the Bri t i s h .This war wa s
part of a broader European conflict known as the Seven Years’War.

Albany Plan of Union — A proposal to unite the colonies, d eve l o p e d
by Benjamin Fra n k l i n , that was approved at the A l b a ny Congress in 1754,
but was later rejected by colonial legislatures.

The Treaty of Paris — The agreement that ended the Seven Ye a rs ’Wa r
and gave Great Britain control of almost all North A m e rican lands east of
the Mississippi River.

Stamp Ta x — An unpopular 1764 British law that placed new taxes on
American colonists.

Pre-viewing Discussion
• W h i ch we re the ori ginal thirteen colonies in A m e rica? How did they

fo rm? How was life diffe rent in the nort h e rn , middle and southern
colonies?

• Ask students to consider fa c t o rs that would cause them to move thousands
of miles from home. Students could then speculate about reasons why
European colonists came to North America.

• Students may bra i n s t o rm their own definitions of democra c y.Ask students
to discuss the pros and cons associated with this type of government.

Focus Questions
1.What was the significance of the Magna Carta?

2. Describe the quality of life for most people in England at the turn of the
17th century.Why did many come to North America?

3. C o m p a re and contrast life in the New England, middle and southern
colonies.

4. How did English mercantilism affect American colonists?

5. How did English colonists respond to Native American cultures?

6.W hy did the Fre n ch and British each want to control the Ohio River Va l l ey ?

7.What role did George Washington play in the French and Indian War?

8.What was the Albany Plan of Union?

9.W hy did Great Britain strengthen enfo rcement of tax and trade laws at
the end of the Seven Years’War?

10. How did many colonists respond to the Stamp Act?

Follow-up Discussion
• Explain the system of mercantilism and its effect on economic life in the

c o l o n i e s .W hy do you think many colonists chose to ignore merc a n t i l i s t
l aws? We re the colonists justified in evading British trade re s t ri c t i o n s ?
Why? Why not? (Continued)
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1759 — Fighting in North America ends with the British victory in Quebec.

1 7 6 3 — The Treaty of Pa ris offi c i a l ly ends the Fre n ch and Indian or Seve n
Years’War.

1765 — The British government imposes the Stamp Tax on colonists.

Vocabulary
New World — The name used by Europeans during the Age of Colonization
to describe lands across the Atlantic Ocean.

democracy — A system of gove rnment in which political control is exe rc i s e d
by all citizens, either directly or indirectly, through elected representatives.

m o n a rc h y — A system of gove rnment ch a ra c t e rized by a king or queen
having ultimate authority as the head of state.

Magna Carta — A document written in 1215 that guaranteed certain or
select rights to British nobles. Magna Carta is Latin for “great charter.”

P a r l i a m e n t — The legi s l a t i ve body of Great Bri t a i n , consisting of a king or
q u e e n , the House of Lords and the House of Commons. Other countries also
have legislatures called parliaments.

Glorious Revolution — The events that took place from 1688-1689 that
a l l owed William III and Mary II to rule England. Also called the Bloodless
Revolution.

English Bill of Rights — A document that decl a red that Englishmen had
c e rtain civil and political ri g h t s , reduced the power of the monarch and
strengthened Parliament’s role in the government.

P u r i t a n s — Also known as Pilgrims or Separa t i s t s , a group of people who
fi rst came to New England on the May fl ower in 1620 in search of re l i gi o u s
freedom.

Q u a k e r s — Members of a re l i gious group in England, also known as the
R e l i gious Society of Fri e n d s , who settled mainly in lands granted to Wi l l i a m
Penn in the colony of Pennsylvania.

i n d e n t u red servant — A person who borrows money and agrees to pay
o ff the debt by wo rking for a specific amount of time. M a ny A m e ri c a n
colonists paid for their passage across the Atlantic in this way.

p l a n t a t i o n s — Large agri c u l t u ral estates where crops are tended by 
residential workers.

i n d i g o — A lucra t i ve crop grown in the southern colonies that produced a
blue dye.

s l a v e r y — The practice or system of people owning other people and
forcing them to work.

The American Revolution — The war in which America won its indepen-
dence from the British.

m e rc a n t i l i s m — The economic policy of European nations during the era
of discovery and colonization of the Americas, designed to make Europe rich
and powerful. (Continued)

Program Summary
The idea of democracy did not ori ginate in colonial A m e rica in 1776, but is
rooted in the thoughts and ideas of classic Greece and Rome. H oweve r, i n
these ancient societies active participation in government was mostly limited
to the we a l t hy and other influential citizens. The re d i s c ove ry of ancient
d e m o c ratic ideas in England resulted in the signing of the Magna Carta in
1215 and led from the slow evolution of democracy for the few, to the
unique American notion of democracy for the masses.

When the early settlers left Europe for the New World, they risked everything
to start over in a stra n ge land. Those who made the long ocean passage
e n d u red many hardships in establishing their homes and commu n i t i e s .
Although many people, e s p e c i a l ly enslaved A f ricans and Native A m e ri c a n s ,
did not enjoy the benefits of fre e d o m ,A m e rica by the 18th century was the
most democratic society in the wo r l d , founded on the principles of equality,
l i b e rty and justice for all — a place where the people gove rned themselve s .
The A m e rican colonists ex p e rienced more political and re l i gious fre e d o m
than they had ever known.

Despite English mercantilist laws that attempted to control colonial tra d e ,
colonists developed thriving businesses, taking advantage of America’s fertile
landscape to produce va l u able crops such as indigo and ri c e . Because Gre a t
B ritain remained focused on other parts of its vast empire , m a ny A m e ri c a n
colonists found ways to avoid paying British taxes and some even part i c i-
pated in outright smuggling to evade British trade restrictions.

In the aftermath of the Seven Years’War, Great Britain controlled much of the
land east of the Mississippi Rive r, but suffe ring economically due to the
tremendous cost of the long conflict, the British turned to the Americans for
h e l p . M a ny colonists rejected new British attempts to raise reve nu e , s u ch as
the Stamp Ta x , and fought against the attempts to enfo rce existing Bri t i s h
trade laws. Parliament and the royal ministry were now seen as trying to limit
American freedoms, something many colonists wouldn’t stand for.

Time Line
c. 600 BCE — Ancient Greece implements democratic reforms.

c. 500 BCE — Democracy appears in ancient Rome.

1215 — The Magna Carta is signed.

1600s — English colonists begin to establish successful settlements in North
America.

1619 — The first enslaved Africans are brought to North America.

1688 — England’s Glorious, or Bloodless, Revolution begins.

1689 — The English Bill of Rights is created.

1754 — The French and Indian War begins.

1754 — Benjamin Franklin proposes the Albany Plan of Union.

(Continued)


