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TEACHERS ACTIVITIES

Theme:

Even though a loved one�human or animal�may no longer be with us, we
have special memories that will stay with us forever.

Topics For Discussion:

Talk about how telling stories about Badger helped the animals feel better
after his death.

Badger described the end of his life as going down a �Long Tunnel.� Discuss
with students how Badger knew he didn�t have long to live.

Pose the question, �Do our lives follow any kind of cycle?� Discuss the
students� responses. Ask them if there are other cycles of life that are
important to us.

Invite students to share any special memories they have about a loved one
who is no longer living.

Based on ideas from the program and from their own lives, ask students how
we remember people (e.g., photographs, objects, events, places, stories,
foods, activities they did together, and so on).

Ask students what their individual �gifts� are � i.e. those talents they have
that they could teach others.

Badger made a difference in the lives of his friends. Ask students to identify
people in their lives who make a difference. Extend the discussion to include
ways in which they can make a difference in the lives of others.
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Curriculum Extension Activities:

Revisit the story and chart what each animal received as a �gift� and why it
was viewed as such. Across the top of the chart, write the headings for three
columns: Badger�s Friends, The Parting Gifts, How the Gifts Made a
Difference. Brainstorm with students to complete the chart.

With the assistance of the library media specialist, identify a list of people no
longer living who have left behind tremendous gifts. Be sure to include
individuals whose gifts represent a wide variety of areas, such as music, art,
literature, humor, inventions, science, civil rights, etc. (For example, Martin
Luther King, Jr., Harriet Tubman, Dr. Seuss, Thomas Edison, Walt Disney,
Maria Tallchief, and others.) Locate short biographies of these people and
have students do research about their contributions. Share their findings on
a bulletin board by having them write the person�s name and her/his gift(s)
on paper cut in the shape of a wrapped gift. Students might also add a
hand-drawn portrait or a scanned photograph or picture of the person.

Have students write �I remember�� poems about a special person or animal
(living or not) in their lives. Each line of the poem begins with the words �I
remember,� and it is typically unrhymed. Encourage students to take their
poems home to share.

Different cultures honor people and celebrate the lives of those who have
passed away through holidays and special events. With the assistance of the
library media specialist, have students locate information about these special
days in countries around the world. For example, the characters in A Gift for
Abuelita, a review book for this episode, prepare for Dias de Los Muertos,
the Days of the Dead, in Mexico. In the United States, we remember loved
ones on Memorial Day. Other possibilities include Anzac Day in Australia, the
Qing Ming Festival in China, Obon in Japan, Easter in Russia, Yom Ha-Shoah
in Israel, Purim in the Jewish religion, and Wesak among Buddhists. Some
holidays honor soldiers who have died in wars, such as Veteran�s Day in the
United States and Remembrance Day in Canada. Have students prepare
simple fact cards about these occasions. On the fact card, have them write
the name of the special day, when it is celebrated, why it is celebrated, and
one activity in which people participate as part of the celebration. Display the
fact cards along with a map of the world by using a length of yarn to
connect the card to the country.
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Study the life cycles of familiar plants, such as an apple tree or pumpkin.
Give students construction paper circles divided into four equal parts. Have
them draw the sequence of the plant�s life cycle in the sections of the circle.
For example, the seed is first, followed by the plant with leaves and flowers,
followed by the fruit, and finally the plant dies leaving the seed behind to
start a new plant. Have students label the process taking place in each
picture.

Brainstorm a feelings web from the story of Badger�s Parting Gifts. Place
�Badger� in the hub of one web and �Badger�s Friends� in the hub of
another web. On the spokes radiating from each center, write the various
feelings that the story characters experience. When the emotion is
mentioned from both hubs, write it on a spoke that connects the two
centers. (For example, there are times in the story when both Badger and
his friends are �worried� and �sad.�) Ask students to justify the feelings they
mention by recalling parts of the story.

Supplemental Books:

I HAVE AN OLIVE TREE
by Eve Bunting, illus. by Karen Barbour (HarperCollins)

EVERETT ANDERSON�S GOODBYE
by Lucille Clifton, illus. by Ann Grifalconi (Henry Holt)

JIM�S DOG MUFFINS
by Miriam Cohen, illus. by Lillian Hoban (Greenwillow)

I HAD A FRIEND NAMED PETER
by Janice Cohn, illus. by Gail Owens (Morrow)

BIGMAMA�S
by Donald Crews (Greenwillow)

NANA UPSTAIRS AND NANA DOWNSTAIRS
by Tomie dePaola (Putnam)

A DOG LIKE JACK
by DyAnne DiSalvo-Ryan (Holiday House)
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THE HICKORY CHAIR
by Lisa Rowe Fraustino, illus. by Benny Andrews (Scholastic)

GRANDPA�S SLIDE SHOW
by Deborah Gould, illus. by Cheryl Harness (Lothrop, Lee & Shepard)

BLUEBIRD SUMMER
by Deborah Hopkinson, illus. by Bethanne Andersen (Greenwillow)

LEO THE MAGNIFICAT
by Ann M. Martin, illus. by Emily Arnold McCully (Scholastic)

ALVIN AILEY
by Andrea Davis Pinkney, illus. by Brian Pinkney (Hyperion)

BONESY AND ISABEL
by Michael J. Rosen, illus. by James Ransome (Harcourt)

A LITTLE BIT OF ROB
by Barbara J. Turner, illus. by Marni Backer (Albert Whitman)

OLD PIG
by Margaret Wild, illus. by Ron Brooks (Dial)

THE LONG SILK STRAND: A GRANDMOTHER�S LEGACY TO HER
GRANDDAUGHTER
by Laura E. Williams, illus. by Grayce Bochak (Boyds Mills)

RUDI�S POND
by Eve Bunting, illus. by Ronald Himler (Clarion)

GHOST WINGS
by Barbara M. Joosse (Chronicle)

Distributed by: P.O. Box 80669
Lincoln, NE 68501-0669
Phone: 800-228-4630
Fax: 800-306-2330
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